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JEFF HALL CAL FIRE 


A Cal Fire DC-10 air tanker drops fire retardant on the Lilac blaze. The aircraft can deliver up to 11,600 gallons of retardant per load. 


AIR SUPERIORITY 


How air power helped defeat the Lilac fire 


BRYCE MILLER Columnist 


‘NIGHTMARE’ AT 
SAN LUIS REY 
DOWNS LEAVES 
PAIN, PROMISE 


The Lilac fire that tore across North 
County killed at least 46 horses at San 
Luis Rey Downs, transforming a place 
brimming with life into one devastated 
by death. 

What did San Luis Rey endure in 
those fateful hours on Dec. 7 as the fire 
ambushed stalls holding about 450 
horses? Animal hide was discovered on 
an aluminum gate along the track’s 
inside rail — far from the flames — a 
jarring sign of the chaos that swirled. 

Outside Barn E, the car of trainer 
Martine Bellocq was gutted by flames so 
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EDUARDO CONTRERAS U-T 
Veterinarian Korin Potenza feeds a banana to Conquest Typhoon as the 
animal recovers last week at San Luis Rey Equine Hospital. The horse 
was burned when the Lilac fire swept into San Luis Rey Downs facility. 


Historic response: Quick 
teamwork, strategy on first 
day pinched off blaze’s path 


BY PETER ROWE 


In open country near I-15 and Highway 
76, a spark caught fire. Fanned by strong 
winds, the spark became a blaze and the 
blaze became the Lilac fire. 

That was on Thursday, Dec. 7, around 
11:20 a.m. By 11:30 a.m., the sky was full of 
smoke, burning embers and a twin-engine 
airplane. Circling 3,000 feet over the confla- 
gration, Cal Fire’s OV-10 Bronco began coor- 
dinating water drops from tanker planes 
and helicopters. 

The Lilac fire raced from zero to 4,100 acres 
in less than a day, but then its advance was 
halted by a massive counterattack. On Sat- 
urday, the fire was declared 100 percent con- 
tained. 

Firetrucks, hand crews, bulldozers — all 
played critical roles. 

“You don’t put out fires just with air- 
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QUALCOMM HAS SEVERAL TACTICS THAT 
COULD FEND OFF BROADCOM TAKEOVER 


BY MIKE FREEMAN 


When Broadcom proposed 
ousting Qualcomm’s board of di- 
rectors on Dec. 4, it setin motiona 
high-stakes chess match for con- 
trol of San Diego’s most iconic 
technology company. 

The outcome could reverber- 
ate not only locally but through- 
out the tech industry — possibly 
changing the landscape for firms 
ranging from Apple to Google, 
Microsoft to Intel. 

Qualcomm invented technol- 


K.C. ALFRED U-T 


Broadcom awaits a Qualcomm 
shareholders’ vote in March. 
hostile 


Rival Broadcom’s 


looks like it will play out relatively 
quickly. 

Qualcomm?’s shareholders will 
vote on either Broadcom’s nomi- 
nees or Qualcomm’s slate of candi- 
dates by the company’s March 6 
annual meeting. 

Strategies in this fight remain 
unclear. Both companies are be- 
ing cagey about potential moves. 

But analysts say Broadcom 
has the ammunition to raise its 
price for Qualcomm — perhaps as 
high as $100 per share — and still 
come out with a deal that contrib- 


SHOULD THE COMMUNITY 
BE CONCERNED BY OFFICERS 
WITH MULTIPLE SHOOTINGS? 


After S.D. officer’s fourth fatal incident since 2013, 
some ask what plays into decision to pull trigger 


BY PAULINE REPARD 


Most law enforcement officers go 
through their whole career without 
shooting anyone. 

A handful get into more than one 
shooting — as many as four and five 
for two San Diego police officers. 

Why this is the case, and whether 


Police officials say each shoot- 
ing should be evaluated on its own 
for legal justification, without re- 
gard to prior incidents. 

Officers have no control over 
what calls they go to, or the ulti- 
mate actions of a person who ap- 
pears armed and poses a direct 
threat to the public or the officers, 


ogies that manage cellular com- takeover bid — launched after utes to earnings. the public should be concerned about San Diego police Lt. Scott Wahl 
munications in every smart- Qualcomm’s board rejected its If Qualcomm’s board hopes to officers who become involvedinmul- said. 
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